
COMPETITION CHATTER & THE HANDICAPPERS HACK 
 
This is the first edition of “Competition Chatter” in which, each month, we intend to bring you news, 
fixtures and snippets about the golf club’s competitions. As the two subjects are closely related, 
“The Handicappers Hack” will be combined with the “Competition Chatter” each month going 
forward. 
 

          September 2017  
  

Date Competition Saturday, 2nd Monthly Medal (AM & PM) Sunday, 3rd BB Stableford Wednesday, 6th Aggregate Stableford Saturday, 9th BB Stableford (AM & PM) Sunday, 10th BB Medal Wednesday, 13th Singles Captain’s Delight Saturday, 16th Singles Stableford (AM & PM) Sunday, 17th BB Stableford Wednesday, 20th BB Stableford Saturday, 23rd Aggregate Stableford (AM & PM) Sunday, 24th BB Captain’s Delight Wednesday, 27th Singles Stableford Saturday, 30th Singles Captain’s Delight (AM & PM) 
 
New Competition Conditions 
 
The Club’s Management Committee has decided to implement a 
number of changes to the conditions and procedures for the 
various club competitions with effect from 1 September 2017, as 
follows: 
 

 Singles Stroke Play Competitions 
 

All singles stroke play competitions, please note that this 
excludes stableford, alliance, etc.  competitions, will be 
played in ‘traditional divisions’, viz. 
 

A Division – Handicaps 0 to 9, 
B Division – Handicaps 10 to 17, 
C Division – Handicaps 18 and above, and the 
Blue Marker (Forward tee) Division. 
 
 



 Better Ball & Alliance Competitions 
 

The Club’s Management Committee has 
decided to introduce a handicap 
allowance for betterball and alliance 
competitions. The reason for this being 
that while using full handicaps in 
individual events makes the competition 
fair, the reverse is true in betterball and 
alliance competitions. The drawback is 
that “higher handicappers produce a 
wider range of hole-by-hole scores than 
better and more consistent golfers do”.  
A good golfer will be getting mostly pars 
and bogies, so his nett scores will be 
mostly pars and occasional birdies. The 
high handicapper, on the other hand, 
has a much better chance of scoring a 
net birdie or even an eagle on a hole 
where he makes a par or better. 

The USGA and other bodies have 
investigated and researched what 
allowances would lead to the fairest 
competition in betterball and alliance 
competitions. One consistent result 
showed up in all of their studies, which 

was that if you choose a partner whose 
handicap is several strokes different 
from yours (preferably lower than 
yours), you will have a distinct 
advantage over teams with similar or 
identical handicaps. In a handicapped 
(nett) event, a team of two players, both 
with a 5 handicap, are at a disadvantage 
against a team made up of a 5 and a 10 
or even a 5 and a 15. Therefore in the 
interest of fairness the Club’s 
Management Committee has decided to 
institute this handicap allowance for 
betterball and alliance competitions as is 
practiced in the US and most European 
countries.  

All players are to play off 75% of their 
handicap, as per the table below, for the 
month of September.  The Red (Ladies) 
and Blue Marker handicapped players 
are still required to make the 
appropriate course rating for the day 
handicap adjustments. 

 

Handicap BB 
Handicap Handicap BB 

Handicap Handicap BB 
Handicap 

1 1 13 10 25 19 
2 2 14 11 26 20 
3 2 15 11 27 20 
4 3 16 12 28 21 
5 4 17 13 29 22 
6 5 18 14 30 23 
7 5 19 14 31 23 
8 6 20 15 32 24 
9 7 21 16 33 25 

10 8 22 17 34 26 
11 8 23 17 35 26 
12 9 24 18 36 27* 

* Some of our 36+ handicap golfers may be given a special club competition 
handicap allowance as the handicap system allows for a maximum handicap 
of 36, whilst some of these golfers handicaps are actually closer to 40 or 
higher. Special competition handicap allowances will be determined based 
on a request from the golfer himself to the management committee. 



 
The Management Committee will monitor the impact of the handicap allowance over the 
next few months and will experiment with other allowances e.g. 85% in October and 90% in 
November. It should be noted in the US they use a handicap allowance of 85% and in the 
British Isles (CONGU) 90% is used, however their handicap systems differ from ours, hence 
the proposal to try out various allowances. 
 

 Singles Stableford Competitions 
 

Singles Stableford competitions will not be played in divisions, as these take into account the 
player’s handicap accordingly, e.g. 
 
A 1 handicap golfer scoring 73 will have a stableford points score of 36 points as he has 
played to par i.e. 73 - 1 = 72, similarly a 15 handicap golfer scoring 87 will also accumulate 36 
stableford points as he has played to par i.e. 87 – 15 = 72. 
 

 Decision of Ties 
 

The Decision of Ties or as we commonly known it as the “Count Out” or the “Count Back” 
will no longer be based on the 18th hole, the course’s Stroke 1 hole. From 1 September the 
“Count Out” to determine competition winner/s will be conducted as follows: 
 
(i) The total competition score over the last 9 holes, Holes 10 to 18, if the scores are still 

tied then, 
(ii) The total competition score over the last 6 holes, Holes 13 to 18, if the scores are still 

tied then, 
(iii) The total competition score over the last 3 holes, Holes 16 to 18, if the scores are still 

tied then 
(iv) A hole by hole “count back” starting from the 18th Hole. 

 
This method is as per the R&A’s 
“Guidelines on Running a 
Competition”. 
 

JULY’S “IN FORM” GOLFERS 
 

Based on our monthly competition 
results for July 2017, the Club’s Top 
10 “In Form” Golfers are presented 
in the table below: 

  



Player Vouchers 
Won Places Handicap Impact Note 

Shaun Glass 3 2, 1, 4 9  to 6 - 

Allan Biersteker 3 1, 1, 1 14 to 13 2 exceptional scores entered. 

Colin Horack 4 1, 4, 7, 2 20 to 19 to 20 
Scores entered correct partner in BB 
played an exceptional round & player 
played an exceptional on the 26 July. 

Bruce Wynton 3 2, 2, 1 15 to 14 to 16 
Scores entered correct partner in BB 
shot an exceptional & player played an 
exceptional on the 26 July. 

Jimmy Bischoff 3 1, 1, 3 5 to 7 to 8 

Scores correctly entered. Handicap cut 
to 5 after exceptional round on 5 July. 
Partner played exceptional round on 
23 July. 

Tommy Wood 3 2, 2, 1 20 to 21 Exceptional round on 23 July. Scores 
entered correctly. 

Mike du Preez 3 1, 3, 2 9 to 10 

Scores entered correctly. Partner 
played exceptional round on 2 July. 2 
better and to handicap in Singles 
Stableford competitions. 

Niraj Soman 3 3, 1, 2 21 to 22 to 21 
Nett 73 on 1 July only 8 players in C 
Div for AM Monthly Medal. Scores 
entered correctly. 

Rolf Junger 4 5, 4 , 6, 2 23 to 24 Mostly minor placings, all scores 
entered correctly. 

Herman Kuhn 3 3, 2, 2 23 to 24 
Scores entered correctly. Only 10 
players in C Div PM Monthly Medal on 
1 July. 



COMPLETING, 
MARKING & CHECKING 
SCORECARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

Completing a Scorecard 

The Basics 
 

Players and Markers names 
should be completed with initials 
and full surname or full name 
and surname e.g. 
 

PLAYER A H. Hack or Harry Hack 

If you are playing with a visitor please can you indicate this as follows: 
 

PLAYER A S. Shankalot (v) or Sydney Shankalot (v) 

Believe it or not but we do have numerous members with the same first names or surnames. We are 
certain you would not like your vouchers credited to someone else’s account or if we are unsure to 
the Handicap Hack’s benevolent fund. 
 
When playing in Better Ball or Alliance competitions, please record the player’s handicap and his 
competition handicap in the space provided on the card as follows: 
 

HCAP 24 / 18 
 
Please enter the competition information as per the example below: 

COMPETION FORMAT: 
 

BB STABLEFORD 

 TEE: 
 

10th  
DATE: 

 
12 January 2017 

 TIME: 
 

12h08 or 12:08 
 

Please note these details are important for when we check scores entered on the handicap system 
and for determining prizes, the entering of incorrect information can lead to handicap investigations 
or the crediting of winners vouchers to the Handicap Hack’s benevolent fund. 



 
Responsibilities of Markers 
 

(i) To check the score with the competitor/s for 
each hole (Rule 6-6a), including any penalty 
strokes. 

 
(ii) To record the gross score taken by the 

competitor/s and apply the appropriate 
stableford points or similar as required by the 
competition format for each hole (preferably 
as soon as the hole is completed). 

 
(iii) To sign the score card and hand it to the 

competitor/s on completion of the round. 
 

 Responsibilities of Competitor 
 

(i) To ensure that his handicap and competition 
handicap, when applicable, is recorded on his 
score card before it is returned to the 
Committee (Rule 6-2b). 

 
(ii) To check his score for each hole (Rule 6-6b) 

and the applicable stableford points or similar 
as required by the competition format. 

 
(iii) To settle doubtful points with the Committee 

(Rule 6-6b). 
 
(iv) To ensure that the marker has signed the 

score card (Rule 6-6b). 
 
(v) To countersign the score card himself / 

herself (Rule 6-6b). 
 
(vi) To return the score card to the Committee, 

via the staff in the Pro Shop, as soon as 
possible (Rule 6-6b). 

 
(vii) In better ball or alliance competitions, to 

ensure that the gross scores to count are 
individually identifiable on the score card 
(Rule 31-3). 

 

Notes: 
 

(i) The “Committee” as defined above is 
represented at our Club by the Pro Shop 
Staff, to whom cards are returned, and 
Mark Schacht who serves as the 
competition referee, and to whom all 
doubtful points should be referred. 
 

(ii) It is immaterial where the score card is 
checked. 
 

(iii) The fact that the competitor has 
countersigned the score card should 
normally be accepted as evidence that he 
has checked it. If the competitor signs his 
score card in the space intended for the 
marker or vice versa, this mistake does not 
invalidate the score card. 
 

(iv) The competitor is liable to disqualification 
for any breach of Rule 6-6b, the wording of 
which is designed to impress upon him his 
responsibility for ensuring the correctness 
of the score card he returns, signed and 
countersigned. 
 

(v) The Committee does not have the power 
(Rule 33-7) to waive or modify a penalty of 
disqualification, but this power may only be 
used in exceptional individual cases and 
should not be used in cases where the 
competitor has been careless or negligent. 
 

(vi) The competitor’s duty to return his score 
card to the Committee “as soon as possible” 
(Rule 6-6b) should be interpreted 
reasonably. Since no alterations may be 
made after the score card has been 
returned to the Committee (Rule 6-6c), the 
competitor must be allowed sufficient time 
to check the score card carefully. It is for the 
Committee to decide whether any delay in 
returning the score card was reasonable. 

 

 



From the “Rules of Golf”: 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

6-6. Scoring in Stroke Play 
 
a. Recording Scores 
 
After each hole the marker should check the score with the competitor 
and record it. On completion of the round the marker must sign the 
score card and hand it to the competitor. If more than one marker 
records the scores, each must sign for the part for which he is 
responsible. 
 
b. Signing and Returning Score Card 
 
After completion of the round, the competitor should check his score 
for each hole and settle any doubtful points with the Committee. He 
must ensure that the marker or markers have signed the score card, 
sign the score card himself and return it to the Committee as soon as 
possible. 
 
PENALTY FOR BREACH OF RULE 6-6b: 
 
Disqualification. 
c. Alteration of Score Card 
 
No alteration may be made on a score card after the competitor has 
returned it to the Committee. 
 
d. Wrong Score for Hole 
 
The competitor is responsible for the correctness of the score 
recorded for each hole on his score card. If he returns a score for 
any hole lower than actually taken, he is disqualified. If he returns a 
score for any hole higher than actually taken, the score as returned 
stands. 
 
Exception: If a competitor returns a score for any hole lower than 
actually taken due to failure to include one or more penalty strokes 
that, before returning his score card, he did not know he had 
incurred, he is not disqualified. In such circumstances, the competitor 
incurs the penalty prescribed by the applicable Rule and an additional 
penalty of two strokes for each hole at which the competitor has 
committed a breach of Rule 6-6d. This Exception does not apply 
when the applicable penalty is disqualification from the competition. 
 
Note 1: The Committee is responsible for the addition of scores and 
application of the handicap recorded on the score card – see Rule 
33-5. 
Note 2: In four-ball stroke play, see also Rules 31-3 and 31-7a. 

 



A Final Word…….. 
 

Larry Bagg gets the final word for this edition of COMPETITION CHATTER in his articulately penned 
letter to the Member, see below. 



 

 



 

 

Until next time, HAPPY GOLFING! 

The Handicap Hack on behalf of the GOLF & HANDICAP SUB-COMMITTEES. 


